RACIAL CHARACTERS OF SOUTHERN ARABS

contention that the affinities of the South Arabs are with
the races of North-east Africa rather than with those of
Northern Arabia. Such an opinion deserves consideration;
from day to day the Sultan has to make racial identifications
and has a wide experience of the peoples who live on the
coastlands from Zanzibar to Bombay. It is by exercise of
these natural gifts that Captain Thomas has come to the
conclusion that the South Arab should be placed amongst
the hamitic rather than among the Semitic races of mankind.
A survey of his photographs leads us to support this
conclusion. The South Arab presents us with a strange
blend of characters. His fuzzy hair, his face often almost
beardless, his dark complexion - almost black, his small
body and some of his facial features are reminiscent of
races in the neighbouring parts of Africa - Somali, Danakil,
Hadendoa, Egyptians - both predynastic, and dynastic and
modern. But there are many other features which are
Caucasian-to be more precise, Semitic Caucasian. The
large luscious dark eye is met with in North Arabia as well
as in the south. The facial features and expression, the nose
and lips - often full - are Caucasian. And yet amongst
them, especially in childhood, we come across features which
recall those of the native of southern India. Some of the
women are hamitic in their facial traits, and yet again, as
we shall point out presently, individuals occur in the
south with the same ram-faced countenance as we meet
with so frequently in Persia and Afghanistan, the Pamir
and valleys in the western flanks of the Himalayas. The
North Arab (Badawin) to the tutored eye is wholly
Caucasian or Semitic Caucasian. The South Arab in com-
parison is only half a Caucasian; the rest are Hamitic - or
Dravidian.